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Introduction 
 The challenge given to student in Inquiry to Innovation this semester was figure 
out how to make students at the University of Cincinnati (UC) active stakeholder in 
Burnet Woods.  Currently, Burnet Woods, the urban park just north of campus, is 
controlled by a variety of stakeholders from the uptown community, however, students 
are not adequately represented as stakeholders.  In order to better represent student 
opinion, our class must first determine how to make students an active stakeholders in 
Burnet Woods then, design a way to discover what students want with Burnet Woods as 
stakeholders. 
 
Conjuncture 
 We believe that the best way to make UC students active stakeholders in Burnet 
Woods is by conducting a survey of the whole student body as a way to find out what 
activities students are currently doing on campus green spaces, what students would 
like to do in Burnet Woods, and what are students priorities for Burnet Woods.  By 
distributing the survey we will be able to effectively discover what students would like in 
Burnet Woods.  The survey will also help increase awareness for Burnet Woods by 
letting students know that their opinion on the park matters. 
 
Case Studies 
New York Parks Survey1 

 The city of New York has conducted multiple surveys concerning their parks and 
website.  In addition to helping the parks department improve the parks, these surveys 
have increases attendance in the parks.  The city believes that attendance was 
increased both through the survey publicizing the park, as well as creating parks that 
better match the needs of the people, making people more likely to use the parks. 
 
Anchorage Park Survey2 

 Currently, the Anchorage parks department is conducting a guest satisfaction 
survey for their parks.  Since this survey is currently active, we were able to access the 
website that the survey is hosted on and see the questions that they were using for their 
survey.  We then used some of their questions to create our questions as well as give 
use ideas for activities to list as possible choices for Burnet Woods.  By looking at this 
survey, we fell that we will be able to design a stronger survey that is able to give 
students plenty of options for Burnet Woods. 
 
Columbia, MO Parks Surveys3 

 On the website for the Columbia, MO parks department are the reports from 
various surveys that the department has conducted about the parks.  This reports detail 
the questions that the survey asked as well as what the results of the survey were.  
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From this site, we were able to see how we should format our results as well as a 
preview of what our results may look like.  This site also showed us what other people in 
America want in a parks.  This gives us a way to compare the results we collect against 
the results of a different survey. 
 
Survey Design 
 When designing the questions for this survey, we decided on five concerns that 
would be our critical questions: Has the respondent been to Burnet Woods, How 
important is the safety of Burnet Woods to them, What would they like to see or do in 
Burnet Woods, Do they live on campus, off campus or commute, and how did they hear 
about Burnet Woods.  The choice was made to select these questions as we wanted to 
design a survey that was brief enough that it could be taken in under 5 minutes but still 
yield results that could allow us to determine what students want as stakeholder. 
 We believed it was important to find out if the respondent had attended Burnet 
Woods before as this would let us know if they had first had experience with the park.  
When we were creating the survey, we knew that many students had strong opinions on 
Burnet Woods without having ever been to the park.  By finding out  which students had 
been there we would know what respondents opinions was more likely to be grounded 
in their own experiences with the park as opposed to information heard from friends or 
family.  By asking this question, we would also be able to figure out if students use the 
park, making them active stakeholders in Burnet Woods. 
 A primary concern that our class has brought up is the safety of Burnet Woods.  
The opinion of most all of the students in our class is that Burnet Woods is an unsafe 
area around campus.  By asking if students believe safety is important in Burnet Woods, 
we will be able to see if this stereotype holds true across campus for most or all 
students.  This will then allow us to decide whether increasing the safety of Burnet 
Woods is something that students want as stakeholders.  
 Asking students what they wanted to do in Burnet Woods was our way of trying 
to gauge what students want as stakeholders in the park.  If we are able to conclude 
that student are in fact active users of Burnet Woods, it is important that we find out 
what they would like to do in the park.  We know what students would like in Burnet 
Woods, their opinion can be properly represent as stakeholders, and, we believe that if 
their opinion as stakeholders is properly represented, then more students will become 
active users of Burnet Woods. 
 As part of our survey, we also wanted to find out where student lived in regards 
to campus.  When we were designing the survey, we thought that students who lived off 
campus may have different beliefs on Burnet Woods than students who lived on 
campus.  This could be a result of proximity to Burnet Woods or familiarity with off 
campus areas.  Where students lived would also affect how much they used Burnet 
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Woods, as student who lived closer to the park would be more likely to use it, or at least 
have walked through the park. 
 The final critical question which we asked was how the respondent first heard 
about Burnet Woods.  When we created the survey, we knew that some of the 
respondent have never been to Burnet Woods, and thus have formed an opinion based 
solely on second hand information.  By asking this questions, we would be able to find 
out where students are learning first about Burnet Woods, whether it be from a campus 
event or from other student.  With this question, we will be able to see whether certain 
sources of information tend to be more negative than other. 
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 From these five critical questions, we 
were able to create a ten question survey 
using surveymonkey, below are screen shots 
of the questions from surveymonkey.com. To 
come up with the wording of these questions 
so that they remained fairly unbiased and did 
not lead the respondent to certain answer we   
To come up with the wording of these 
questions so that they remained unbiased 

and did not lead the respondent to certain 
answer we both consulted our professor, 
Dr. Christopher, in addition to looking at the 
Survey Fundamental from the University of 
Wisconsin Survey Center4.  Our professor 
told us to word our questions do that we 
receive as much information as possible 
from our respondents.  Due to his advice, 
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we changed certain questions, such as question 1 from a simple yes no questions to its 
current form which, in addition to telling us if they heard of Burnet Woods now tells us 
how they heard about it.  We also did something similar to question 2 making it a fill in 
question so that we could find out how many people have been to Burnet Woods in 
addition to what they are doing there. 
 Our professor also gave us advice on not making questions leading.  Originally, 
the survey had a question asking “do you believe Burnet Woods is a safe area off 
campus?”  The wording of this question on its own may lead students to believe that the 
park is currently unsafe.  This would skew the results of the survey and possibly make 
more student choose that the park is unsafe.  Instead, we modified this question and 
allowed students to rate the importance of safety along with other similar traits of a park 
such as cleanliness and conservation (question 6). 
 From Survey Fundamentals we learned to write questions so that they have 
specific time intervals.  This was especially important for question 3.  Respondents can 
have different definitions of what words like frequently, often or rarely mean, because of 
this, when a surveyor is trying to discover how often respondents use something, time 
frames should be stated in definite non overlapping intervals (Survey Fundamentals).  
This led us to the current wording of question 3. 
 As a final trial for the design of our survey, we had members of our class take our 
survey to test if our questions were clear and check for any spelling or grammar errors.  
This was useful as it clarified the wording of certain question like question 10 and also 
gave us a few more ideas for question 5.  This also gave us the opportunity to find out 
how much time our survey took to complete as well as find out what the results of the 
survey looked like on Survey Monkey. 
 
Survey Distribution 
 One of the most crucial parts of creating a survey is distributing it.  How you 
distribute a survey can affect how many people take it, and even affect their attitude 
towards it.  When we distributed our survey, we attempted two different methods of 
distribution; online via email, and in person. 
 We were able to have our Inquiry to Innovation professor, Dr. Cory C. 
Christopher, PhD, include a link to the survey in a mass email to all 12,000 by sending 
the survey out to any student that is a member of a student organization.  We found that 
this was the most effective method to distribute the survey to a large quantity of people 
at once, but the amount of people who took the survey compared to the amount that 
received it was very small.  Chris was also able to have the survey sent out to about 
1200 university honors students on the weekly newsletter.  Disturbing the survey by 
email was effective in mass dissemination, however only about 180 people responded 
to the survey using these methods. 
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 We also asked the president of Luke’s fraternity, Delta Tau Delta, to distribute the 
survey to its 90 members.  The link was sent to the members of Delta with a brief 
description of what and who it was for in an email that was dedicated to only the survey, 
as opposed to the Honors email where it was placed between information unrelated to 
the survey.  Approximately 60 of Delta Tau Delta’s 90 members took the survey.   
We came to the conclusion that one of two things must be true when electronically 
distributing a survey.  One of which being that people are more likely to take a survey if 
they feel it will help out a friend.  The other being that people are more likely to take a 
survey when it is distributed to them in an email that is solely dedicated to distributing it 
and informing people on it. 
The other method of distributing the survey we attempted was in person.  Every 
Tuesday from 11:00am to 2:00pm in Market Point, one of UC’s fine dining halls, they 
have Chicken Tender Tuesday.  Chicken Tender Tuesday is the most popular meal 
option offered out of any of the dining halls all week.  Because of this, people will line up 
around the room and wait for as long as 30 minutes.  This gave us the idea to distribute 
the survey to the people waiting in line.  We did this by handing out business card sized 
slips of paper containing a brief description of the survey, a QR code that would direct 
them to the survey on their phone, and a link to the survey incase their phone doesn’t 
have a QR code reader.  This seemed like the perfect idea to us for multiple reasons. 
We figured that as people wait in line, they have almost nothing to do and become 
bored very quickly.  We also made the assumption that most people have a cell phone, 
which would allow them to take the survey. 
Affect how many people take it, and even affect their attitude towards it.  When we 
distributed our survey, we attempted two different methods of distribution; online via 
email, and in person. 
 We were able to have our Inquiry to Innovation professor, Dr. Cory C. 
Christopher, PhD, include a link to the survey in a mass email to all 1,200 of UC’s 
Honors students.  We found that this was the most effective method to distribute the 
survey to a large quantity of people at once, but the amount of people who took the 
survey compared to the amount that received it was very small.  Approximately 175 of 
the 1,200 Honors students who received it actually took the survey. 
 We also asked the president of Luke’s fraternity, Delta Tau Delta, to distribute the 
survey to its 90 members.  The link was sent to the members of Delta with a brief 
description of what and who it was for in an email that was dedicated to only the survey, 
as opposed to the Honors email where it was placed between information unrelated to 
the survey.  Approximately 60 of Delta Tau Delta’s 90 members took the survey.   
We came to the conclusion that one of two things must be true when electronically 
distributing a survey.  One of which being that people are more likely to take a survey if 
they feel it will help out a friend.  The other being that people are more likely to take a 
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survey when it is distributed to them in an email that is solely dedicated to distributing it 
and informing people on it. 
The other method of distributing the survey we attempted was in person.  Every 
Tuesday from 11:00am to 2:00pm in Market Point, one of UC’s fine dining halls, they 
have Chicken Tender Tuesday.  Chicken Tender Tuesday is the most popular meal 
option offered out of any of the dining halls all week.  Because of this, people will line up 
around the room and wait for as long as 30 minutes.  This gave us the idea to distribute 
the survey to the people waiting in line.  We did this by handing out business card sized 
slips of paper containing a brief description of the survey, a QR code that would direct 
them to the survey on their phone, and a link to the survey incase their phone doesn’t 
have a QR code reader.  This seemed like the perfect idea to us for multiple reasons. 
We figured that as people wait in line, they have almost nothing to do and become 
bored very quickly.  We also made the assumption that most people have a cell phone, 
which would allow them to take the survey. 
We saw both advantages and disadvantages to using this method of distributing a 
survey.  When we would approach a group of people, the group would generally follow 
who ever spoke first in the group.  If the first person in the group said “No, I would not 
like to take a survey”, the remainder of the group would more often than not also say 
“No.”  Several people we asked would say “No” to use before we would finish informing 
them on the purpose of the survey, and asking them if they would want to take it.  
The Chicken Tender Tuesday was not as much of a success as we had hoped it would 
have been.  We distributed approximately 100-200 slips of paper, and approximately 20 
people took the survey.  But it is also possible that some of the students who received a 
slip of paper may have used it to take the survey later.  We found that this method of 
distribution was most effective to whether or not people would be willing to take a 
survey. 
 
Survey Results 
Below is a summary of the data received from the survey we conducted.  The data is 
from 248 respondents from the roughly 13,000 students which the survey was sent. The 
raw data can be found in appendix B. 
 
Question 1 
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The above data is from question 1.  The results show that the largest chunk of students 
first heard about Burnet Woods from other students.  The second largest category is 
that students learned about Burnet Woods before coming to campus.  This shows that 
most students hear about Burnet Woods from other, mainly friend or family as opposed 
to learning about the park from UC or on their own.  Of note, 6% of students heard of 
Burnet Woods for the first time on this survey indicating they had no knowledge of the 
park prior to our survey. 
 
Question 2 
 There were 192 respondents who answered this question out of 245 total 
respondents.  Of those respondents, 160 had done some activity in Burnet Woods.  The 
activities ranged from driving through the park to conducting labs.  Of those activities, 
the most common responses were hiking, walking, driving, running or picnicking in the 
park.  The responses also indicated that certain biology and ecology classes use the 
park for labs in addition to ROTC. 
 
Question 3 

4% 

2% 2% 

40% 

2% 1% 

35% 

6% 

8% 

Where did you first hear about Burnet Woods? 

Campus Tour

Orientation

Social Media

Other Students

Campus Events

Faculty

I knew about Burnet Woods before I came to
the University of Cincinnati
From this survey

Other (please specify)
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 The above data shows that the majority of students use some of the campus 
green space.  Few students use them every day, but 60% of student use them multiple 
times each month.  Roughly only one third of student are infrequent users of green 
spaces.  This questions shows that students do at times like having out door areas 
available to use as opposed to being inside most of the time. 
 
 
 
 
 
Question 4 

5% 

20% 

40% 

35% 

How often do you use campus green spaces? 

Everyday

3-4 times a week

3-4 times a month

Rarely or never
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 This chart shows that students primarily use green spaces for relaxations and 
stress release.  Students do appear to use the spaces for sports, but do not appear to 
actively exercise on them, instead, they seem to use the green spaces on campus for 
recreational activity not organized activities or exercise. 
 
Question 5 

 
Form the activities that students want in Burnet Woods concerts was the most popular.  
The next four most popular were all activities that already exist in Burnet Woods.  This 
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indicates that major changes are not needed in Burnet Woods, but instead, students 
need to be better educated about the park. 
 
Question 6 

 
This question strongly supports the idea that students believe Burnet Woods is unsafe 
with safety having the highest average score.  Students also indicated that they want a 
clean natural park, preferring a natural green space to somewhere with many organized 
activities and events. 
 

Questi
on 7 
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According to this question, if the changes that students suggested above where made 
to Burnet Woods, a large majority of student would go to the park.  However, after 
further analysis of this question, we believed that it may have been to leading to 
students as it is basically asking if we created a park that has everything that you want 
in it would you go which everyone should answer yes. 
 
Question 8 
This question asked students to provide us with any information which they would like 
about Burnet Woods.  The biggest comment was about safety.  Many students fell that 
Burnet Woods is unsafe and do not like to go there by themselves.  This section also 
showed that student do care about the park and want it to remain natural.  Multiple 
respondents said that they believe the area has great potential but still want to park to 
remain natural.  Overall, student comments indicated that they wanted a safer Burnet 
Woods but nothing more. 
 
Question 9 

 
The majority of survey respondent where student whom lived off campus.  This 
information is useful as we felt that students who lived off campus would be more likely 
to use the park than students who live on campus we also had a small number of 
commuters answer the question which is preferable as students who commute would be 
less likely to use the park. 
 
 
 

34% 

55% 

11% 

Do you live on campus, off campus or are you a 
commuter? 

On Campus

Off Campus

Commuter



13 
 

Question 10 

 
The largest number of students to answer the survey where freshman making up 28% 
of the respondents.  We also had a significant number graduate students respond to the 
survey.  This was unexpected as we did not focus on distributing the survey to graduate 
students.  In general though, we had a fairly decent distribution of respondents based 
on academic year. 

 

Survey Analysis 

 Overall, students’ primary concern with Burnet Woods was the safety of the park 
whether the students had been to the park or not.  This felling of insecurity is based on 
the fact that students believe that here is a lot of drug activity and homeless people in 
Burnet Woods.  If an effort was made to increase the security of the park, or at least the 
perceived security, we believe student activity in the park would greatly increase.  It also 
appears that students do not actually know what is in Burnet Woods as many of the 
activities they stated that they wanted in Burnet Woods are already there. 

 Students also indicated that they often first heard about Burnet Woods from other 
students.  This would allow the negative perceptions about Burnet Woods that most 
students have to easily pass on to students who come to campus from out of town and 
have no prior knowledge of Burnet Woods.  If the university talked about Burnet Woods 
more at orientation or during campus tour, the park may gain a better perception among 
students as students would be more willing got go to the park on their own to form first 
hand opinions instead of hearing about the park second hand.  This would also allow 
students to know about what Burnet Woods has in an addition to the campus green 
spaces. 

28% 

15% 

17% 

11% 

8% 

18% 

3% 

What academic year are you? 

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

Graduate

Other
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 Student activity in Burnet Woods could also be increased by hosting a large 
event in the park.  An event, like a concert, was a popular choice for things to be 
included in Burnet Woods.  Hosting an event would draw students to the park showing 
them that the park is not as bad as they thought.  This may get more students to use the 
park outside of the event for other activities.  Students have indicated that they would 
like to do different things in Burnet Woods, like picnicking and hiking, than they are able 
to do on campus green spaces.  A concert in the park could act as a publicity event that 
first allows students to become active users of the park in addition to advertising for the 
park. 

 In conclusion, it appears as if the two biggest problems for students as 
stakeholders in Burnet Woods is safe and knowing what the park has to offer.  Students 
have overwhelmingly indicated that they do not believe Burnet Woods is safe.  Many of 
these beliefs are unfounded as well, as there are few crime incidents in the park and 
only a few students commented on actively observing criminal activity.  The other main 
problem for Burnet Woods is lack of information.  Students’ responses to this survey 
indicated that they really don’t know what is in Burnet Woods, and they are not learning 
about the park from accurate sources.  In fact, not a single student said that they had 
learned about the park from the park’s website.  The lack of information on Burnet 
Woods indicates that campus, and the parks department need to do a better job of 
marketing Burnet Woods to students. 

 

Personal Reflection 

Chris Stone 

 At the beginning of this project, I thought that there would be no way we would be 
able to collect a statistically significant number of respondents for our survey, but it 
turned out that that was not  the difficult part of the project like I thought it would be. 
Looking back, the most difficult part was trying to figure out what all the data that we 
collected means.  We were able to collect roughly about 250 respondents worth of data 
that had to be analyzed.  The survey monkey site was very useful in this analysis, 
especially for the open comment question. The only issue we had with Survey monkey 
was the limitation of designing the survey with a free account.  This was a challenge as 
we could only make ten questions and had to wait until we had access to a professional 
account to send out the survey. 

 When I came to using the different design thinking ideas that we discussed in 
class for our project, I felt like our group lacked in using them.  Our project of designing 
a survey was fairy straight forward and did not easily lend itself to playing the fool or 
begging the question.  Our group did not run into dead ends as we were working on the 
project and were one of the only groups that was able to stick with our idea through the 
whole end of the course.  The tips on designing posters were very helpful though.  The 
idea of creating non-standard ways of displaying our graphics was very helpful and is a 
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technique I plan on using if I have to create a poster that allows for it again.  In fact, the 
idea of graphically displaying data in that manner is so important that Popular Science 
magazine recently had on article featuring designers who have used this method. 

 In general this course expanded my horizons and made me a much better 
problem solver.  It gave me tools that I can use to work in groups to come up with real 
world solutions when I am on co-op.  I am also thankful that I was able to generate 
significant data that will be used to make improvements in the uptown area.  Hopefully, 
over my next four and a half years at UC I can see some of the changes implemented in 
Burnet Woods and know that I helped inspire them. 

 

Luke Fetzer 

Throughout this semester I have learned a lot as an individual, both from our group 
work and from the class as a whole.  Going into the semester, I was unsure sure and 
wasn't very optimistic about the concept of fuzzy thinking.  But as the semester 
progressed on, I realized just how much each of us unintentionally used those methods.  
I enjoyed working with Chris in the group.  He was a great partner.  We fed off of each 
other's ideas, which allowed our overall objective to grow.  One major thing I took away 
from Inquiry to Innovation was how to create and distribute a survey.  Before this 
course, I had no idea what went into the process of it.  I was unfortunately disappointed 
by our lacking of responses on the survey though.  I feel that if we were able to 
distribute it earlier, then we would have received much more results.  Overall, I 
thoroughly enjoyed this coarse, and it was by far the best one I had all semester. 
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Appendix B: Survey Data 

 

Where did you first hear about Burnet Woods? 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Campus Tour 3.7% 9 
Orientation 1.6% 4 
Social Media 2.4% 6 
Other Students 40.2% 99 
Campus Events 2.0% 5 
Faculty 0.8% 2 
I knew about Burnet Woods before I came to the 
University of Cincinnati 34.6% 85 

From this survey 6.1% 15 
Other (please specify) 8.5% 21 

answered question 246 
skipped question 5 

 

How often do you use campus green spaces? 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Everyday 4.9% 12 
3-4 times a week 20.0% 49 
3-4 times a month 39.6% 97 
Rarely or never 35.5% 87 

answered question 245 
skipped question 6 

 

What do you do on campus green spaces (you may select multiple choices)? 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

I don't use campus green spaces 13.8% 34 
Study 39.4% 97 
Meet with friends 50.4% 124 
Outdoor activities; Frisbee, Football, etc. 49.6% 122 
Club or Intramural Sports 15.0% 37 
Picnics 13.8% 34 
Exercise 27.6% 68 
Relax 60.2% 148 
Other (please specify) 4.9% 12 

answered question 246 
skipped question 5 
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What events or resources would 
like you to see in Burnet Woods 
(you may select multiple choices)? 

What events 
or resources 
would like 
you to see in 
Burnet 
Woods (you 
may select 
multiple 
choices)? 

What events 
or resources 
would like 
you to see in 
Burnet 
Woods (you 
may select 
multiple 
choices)? 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

answered question 246 246 
skipped question 5 5 
Concerts 56.9% 140 
Meet with Friends 53.3% 131 
Picnic Areas or Pavilion 52.4% 129 
Relax 50.4% 124 
Hiking 48.0% 118 
Paddle Boats, Row Boats, Canoes, 
etc. 41.9% 103 

Outdoor Activities 40.7% 100 
Wooded Areas 39.8% 98 
Open Fields 36.2% 89 
Biking 34.1% 84 
Special Events 34.1% 84 
Sculptures / Artwork 33.7% 83 
Study 32.1% 79 
Concession Stands / Restaurant 32.1% 79 
Exercise Courses 31.7% 78 
Dog Parks 28.5% 70 
Fishing 26.4% 65 
Educational Programs / Nature 
Center 26.4% 65 

Playground 24.0% 59 
Historical Landmarks 17.1% 42 
Other (please specify) 6.5% 16 
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How important are the following factors about Burnet Woods to you? 

Answer Options Not very 
important 

Not 
important 

Neither 
important 
Nor not 

important 

Important Very 
Important 

Rating 
Average 

Response 
Count 

Cleanliness 0 1 13 117 115 4.41 246 
Organized Programs and 
Activities 23 36 88 73 25 3.17 245 

Environmental Conservation 4 10 33 87 109 4.18 243 
Safety 1 1 10 35 197 4.75 244 
Natural Beauty 0 2 16 99 128 4.44 245 
Educational Programs 24 56 90 52 23 2.98 245 

answered question 246 
skipped question 5 

 
If Burnet Woods had some of the features you selected in question 5 & 6 , would you 
go to Burnet Woods? 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

Yes 90.2% 222 
No 1.2% 3 
There are other factors I would consider 8.5% 21 

answered question 246 
skipped question 5 

 

Do you live on campus, off campus or are you a commuter? 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

On Campus 34.6% 85 
Off Campus 54.9% 135 
Commuter 10.6% 26 

answered question 246 
skipped question 5 

 

What academic year are you? 

Answer Options Response 
Percent 

Response 
Count 

1st 27.9% 68 
2nd 14.8% 36 
3rd 16.8% 41 
4th 11.1% 27 
5th 7.8% 19 
Graduate 18.4% 45 
Other 3.3% 8 

answered question 244 
skipped question 7 
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RespondentID 

If you have been to Burnet Woods 
before, what have you done while 
there? Is there anything else you would like to tell us about Burnet Woods? 

 
622478820   

It has a reputation for being very dangerous and dirty with drug deals and muggings. 
This needs to be changed, it is such a large space with great potential. 

3620123455 

Biological surveys, swung on 
swings, picnic, frisbee golf, laid in 
the grass, ran, walked, explored. I love it. I walk through it multiple times day to get to class. 

3611071376     

3605532255 
Walked my dog on the trails, walked 
through on my way to class. 

There are times when I feel like the wooded trails, the ones not in sight of the roads, can 
be dangerous because of litter and people. It is hard to monitor all the people going in 
and out of the park, but especially in the little dip by the fountain on Ludlow there are 
people that gather down there that say inappropriate things and make it uncomfortable 
enough that I avoid that area when possible. Perhaps there is a safety feature that could 
be implemented in case someone has lost access to their phone while they are going 
through the park. 

3604709116 Walked 

I hope you don't build it up or pave it too much.  I also hope that you don't level it so it's 
only a bunch of ball fields.  Also the way you have organized #6 is confusing, because 
"not very important" is not the opposite of "very important," it is a lessening of "not 
important." So some of your respondents will choose "not very" as meaning "least" and 
others will choose it meaning "somewhat low." Its position opposite "very important" will 
skew some people to assuming that "not very important" means "very not important."   
My point is that this may confound your data. 

3603873845 I haven't been there. No 
3603261921 Jogging, Photography   

3601878195 
Cleaned up trash/beautified the park 
and taken data for ecology labs. 

I think the main issue for many people who don't visit the park is safety because there 
are a lot of rumors that go around about criminal activity within the park (mainly drug 
dealing). 

3601389487 frisbee no 
3600342893 I regularly run through the park.   

Open Ended Question Responses 
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3600275473 

Viewed the lake, walked the trail 
with friends, played at the 
playground with younger sister, 
played on the stone slide, picnic. 

Burnet Woods is a wonderful green space among a busy urban area. Please do not cut 
down a single tree. 

3600093992 
Had a picnic, enjoyed lunch at the 
rotunda Safety is probably my top concern 

3599793898 
I've driven through Burnet Woods 
once or twice. No. PLEASE DO NOT DEFOREST IT. 

3599550739 

Hung out at the pond and (in high 
school) at the shelter in lower Burnet 
Woods. Now I usually am only in 
Burnet Woods when I'm biking 
through it to get to campus. 

Burnet Woods is a great park and has a lot to offer. Regardless of crime levels, it has an 
awful stigma that deters people from wanting to go into the park. I feel like if we could 
do even small things to improve its image and its perceived safety (ie- better lighting, 
better market and kept paths), people would be more likely to use it and would realize 
that it isn't as dangerous as its stigma suggests. 

3599480005 

I have played soccer, ran, and rode 
my motorcycle through there a few 
times.   

3599214336     
3599165053 Picnic in the park with classmates   
3599091615 I haven't been there.   

3598993475 

We went hiking with our dog and 
explored the wooded area by the 
lake   

3598912413 ROTC training Has a reputation of being not safe and where gay homeless guys go 

3598714548 

I was exploring campus and I went 
on a quick walk through Burnet 
Woods   

3598444158 i have not 

I have never been but i have heard very sketchy things about Burnet Woods.  Like that 
people only go there to smoke things, people have gotten raped there, its not safe ever, 
and you should never walk through it.  Hence, why I have never been.  So that's why I 
think having planned large events there, like and easter egg hunt, concerts, and other 
things would help draw people there and change the perspective. 
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3598431657 

Hiking, lunch, geocaching, swinging 
on the swings, walking my dog, 
cookout, playing soccer, enjoying 
nature, photography 

I would like to see that nature is preserved and it doesn't turn into Washington park 
where everything is landscaped.  Burnet Woods has natural beauty and I would hate for 
that to dissappear. 

3598271335 N/A N/A 
3598243363 Run through it & play disc golf   
3597730813 Leisure walk.   
3597648586 Went geocaching with a friend.   
3597474043 Walked through   

3597453001 

I walk through Burnet Woods on a 
daily basis, on my commute to 
campus. I go there to study, for 
picnics, and to run the wooded trails. 
I often take the children I nanny for 
there to play on the slide and 
swings. I really miss the labyrinth 
that used to be in the woods. Please do not cut down anymore trees. We need wooded green spaces in the city. 

3597448459     
3597305269     
3597225886     
3597210885 went for a run   
3597176063 Walked around   

3597151866 

Walked around and looked at the 
leaves changing color. Thought it 
would be a good place for a picnic in 
the future   

3597150177     

3597062340 Passes through on a run. 
The only reason I don't go to Burnet Woods is because of the stigma it has regarding 
the lack of safety in its wooded areas. 

3597060891     
3596411495 Gone to the lake   

3596001789 Walked, Relaxed 
Improve safety and conservation efforts. Let community know that the park is for all, not 
just UC students. 

3595691982 Hiked through the trails.   
3595367136 I have not been there.   
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3595364835 Driven Through it   
3595167598 Picnicking.   

3595105133 

I've run there once every couple of 
weeks. Also played a couple games 
of pick-up kickball 

I have never felt very safe in Burnett Woods. Once when I was running with my 
roommate, a woman came up to us and told us to leave the park, as she had seen an 
older man following us in his car at a distance, watching us, for the majority of our run 
and she was scared for us. 

3595084510 Meditated I would like to keep it as natural as possible. Don't pave anything. 
3595010327 I have never been there. Parking is my #1 priority. If it's hard to find parking, I won't go there. 
3594707404 walked around with my girlfriend   

3594279752 

Walked through and rode my bike 
through to get to Ludlow from 
campus. 

I think a lot of people are afraid of Burnet Woods because it has a stigma of a lot of 
crimes happening there. Though I'm still really open to utilizing this wonderful piece of 
nature for educating people and for the preservation of the park. 

3594247900     
3594220027     

3594211452 
Walked around on paths, had a 
cookout 

Some of the 'locals' who tend to hangout there intimidate me. I have also heard that it is 
very unsafe at night 

3594198583 Haven't been. 
I still don't know what the hell Burnet Woods is, where I would go to find it, what I should 
be doing with it, et cetera. 

3594126913 

SCIENCE (for biology projects). And 
I have also gone on runs and walks 
throughout the park. Generally would not go there after dark. 

3594103608 

Played on the concrete steps/slide, 
swings, grilled out, played capture 
the flag with some folks, picnicked, 
did free yoga, biked, jogged, just 
generally chilled out. 

It's already a great park, but the pond needs to be cleaned. I would like to see further 
development to make it even better. 

3593980548 

Walked in woods, played bocce, 
rode concrete slide, took child to 
playground   

3593931496 
Picnic, Cookout, Photography, 
Jogging, Frisbee, Fest 

My usual walking route to UC is through Burnet Woods. I never felt unsafe in Burnet 
Woods, nor do I remember knowing anything adverse about the Woods. 

3593900432     
3593804318 walking   
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3593775022 Run, hike, walk Increasing safety of area is most important 

3593759104 

Walked to/from campus, walked 
some of the "trails," had a picnic at 
the pavilion. 

I think it's a great space, just not always the safest (or so it seems to students) and 
programs/events could be really cool. 

3593727174 Never been Not really 
3593717418     
3593712896     

3593712771 
I walked by it trying to get back to 
campus. No. I have a great roommate. 

3593690476     
3593684115 Class Activities   

3593677322 
walking, relaxing, hanging out with 
friends.   

3593541978 

Walked through them, parked in 
them, dreamed of going down the 
slide   

3593531703 Never been. Heard it isn't safe. 

3593426917 
Visited the lake and had birthday 
parties   

3593423996     
3593421712     
3593375412 Disc Golf, Bike, Run, chill   
3593370600     
3593362625 Walked on the trails   
3593339814     
3593316292 Walk dog, ride bike, music festival   
3593315250 ROTC Labs   

3593308098 
I have never been in Burnet Woods; 
just walked around it. 

People say this is where the homeless live. Is there anything we can do for them? Help 
them get into transitional homes, find jobs, etc. 

3593288238 Never been No 
3593253959 drive through it   
3593231510     

3593224981 
Capture the flag, photography, 
ultimate frisbee I would like to see it become a more safe enviornment 
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3593211535 
photography, hanging out with 
friends   

3593181748 Running, jogging, swings, picnic   

3593168180 
I ran on the trails, sidewalks, and 
roads.   

3593140255 date, play, walk, cycle   

3593093756 

I went to the pond/lake to read. I 
took a walk through a portion of the 
park. 

I honestly just forget about it being there. I was never inclined to go there as a freshman 
because I heard it was dangerous, so I never got in the habit. I love parks, so I would 
love to utilize it. 

3593086000 Walked around It has some of the worst litter I've seen in a public park. 

3593071458 
Clicked pictures, got some fresh air, 
jogged   

3593070235     

3593055376 
Walked around, sat by the lake, 
taught someone to drive stick shift. 

I'm concerned about the university getting too closely involved with it and then making 
out look more commercialized. 

3593035532 Walking, picnic 
I park my car in Burnet Woods near to MLK. It is so dark, and I do not feel safe when I 
leave campus late. 

3593011610 Disc golf   

3593009135 
Run, walked, hiked, played sports, 
picnicked and sat on the water.   

3593007928 no   
3592997759 Walk home through it   

3592964114 
Walked through park- to and from 
school, walking the dog, etc   

3592960119 
Just roaming around and clicking 
pictures   

3592952598 Had a cookout. 

Burnet Woods never feels safe.  The few times I have been there I have seen some 
people that don't seem to fit in.  Once I saw an old man with a baby doll and it seemed 
as if he acted like he had a baby so when people approached he could steal from them.  
I have always heard not to go into Burnet Woods when the sun goes down. 

3592946059 fishing Proper parking 
3592936237 Sat down and enjoyed nature.   
3592922353 Potluck   
3592917070 Family picnic in the park   
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3592913724 
Walked,Worked out,Taken the 
trails,Had barbeque events Bird houses and bird shelters 

3592898549 walked around   
3592897843 yes. walked and ran. the safety is the biggest downfall. 

3592888304 Yes, walked dog It is a great area and has a lot of potential. It could be a great space for the university 

3592871915 
Walk, bike, play on the playground, 
fish, yoga   

3592871301 Running, picnic, waking, biking It is important to have green spaces! 
3592834641 Hung out, did drugs   
3592833585 No   
3592831616 hike, walk through   

3592831202 
Hanging out with friends. It is a great 
place to relax.   

3592821664 
Had lunch, walked the dog, had 
class.   

3592808307 

I have sketched at the rock sculpture 
across from DAAP, taken pictures, 
fished in the "lake", and have slid 
down the slide by the nature center 
:) I think its a nice park but has a bad reputation. 

3592807183     
3592806759 Just drove around in the car   
3592797641 Data collection in Ecology class It's dirty. More than anything else right now 

3592785500 
Hiking, Walking, yoga, Lab 
Experiments, Picnics, Planetarium   

3592783945 
Frisbee, read, nap, play, hike, run, 
swing, cookout, sledding It is a great escape from the urban setting of Clifton, very relaxing. 

3592780711 

Hiking, picnic, departmental events 
& parties, had class there, 
performed biological experiments 
there 

I would like to see the vast majority of the park maintained as a nature reserve for hiking 
& for schools (including the university) to use as a resource - like we've used it for 
Ecology classes in the Biology Department. 

3592777988 

playground, walked around lake, 
caught tadpoles, walked dog, ran, 
hiked, cooked out   
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3592773851     
3592771741 Drove through it.   

3592769634 

I have been there for various biology 
labs I am in to observe birds, or 
plant life.   

3592765153 run, bike, hang out with friends   
3592761205 Walking, hiking, cookouts It is perfect. Don't you dare tear down those trees. 
3592757576 yes, visited the pond on a walk   

3592756347 

I go there to sketch, take pictures, 
be outside, and to just take walks if 
I'm up for it.   

3592727624 I haven't been No 
3592720093 N/A N/A 
3592690467 Taken pictures, flown drone   
3592689498 Walked, frisbee, slack lined I love it 
3592688438 I have not been there   
3592686831 I have not been there   
3592655675     
3592655634 No No 
3592653656     
3592643959     
3592643940 Running, meditation   
3592640993 Ran through there No 
3592640056 Trail running Maybe have police patrols in park 
3592639294     
3592633971   Not safe 
3592631837 I've ran through No 

3592631168 I have, I went on a hike there before. 
I wouldn't mind some basketball courts.... Also, can we please have some UC brand 
apart of this area (I want it to bleed red and black)? 

3592627722 Walked around   
3592594710     

3592572588 

I've run through the park and had a 
picnic there once with my German 
class.   

3592553775 N/A N/A 
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3592503679 N/A Nope. 

3592444000 Passed through to get to Ludlow 

We have enough on campus, so no students will want to walk across the street to go 
into the park more than once.  More people might go for the first month, but the 
numbers will drop down to what they are now with barely anyone in the park. 

3592439821     
3592417342     
3592381519     
3592379814 Walked on the trails   

3592378236 
Planted tress with UC Sustainability 
and SOL.   

3592378080   From what I've heard from other students, it is not a very safe place 

3592088309 Planted trees for the university 

My perception of the area is that it is used a lot by outside UC people, which does not 
make it a comfortable space for me. I also have a perception that there are a lot of drug 
deals in the area. 

3591524061 
Gone running, gone for walks, eaten 
lunch 

I've walked through it so many times at night that I've lost count. The stigma of it being a 
dangerous place seems misplaced. 

3591456977     
3591406152 I have never been there   
3591387789 walked   

3591338149 
walked through trails and watched 
the pond   

3591317911     
3591314239     

3591258011 Walked, ran, relaxed 

Burnet Woods is very nice as it is. If I had to characterize my opinion on the subject I 
would say I am more concerned with it being preserved than I am with it being 
improved. 

3591246765 Walked.   
3591240110 Walked around the trails   

3591236353 Walked the trails Lately some of the docks have been vandalized... takes away from wanting to go there. 
3591215696     
3591203768     
3591181939 fished   
3591154920 laid out and read or done homwork   
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3591152044     

3591104652 
ROTC events, Ultimate frisbee, 
frisbee golf no 

3590926551 I have exercised by running.   

3590734113 

Walk through. I lived off of Ludlow 
for a year and would walk through 
the park to get to campus. I rarely 
spent free time in Burnet Woods but 
would like to...it's beautiful.   

3590717057 Drive through it or turn around in it   
3590552532 Walk It would be great to see a dog park in Burnett Woods. 

3590535468 Hiking 

There should be more events here and money invested into the trails. It feels 
mismanaged and in fact there is even graffiti and homeless camps in there. There 
needs to be sufficient crossing to get there. An overpass for pedestrians would be the 
best solution, preferably one that shares the architectural pattern of the university and 
not something that looks cheap and quickly put together. 

3590482598     

3590428898 Running route, gone for walks 
Burnet Woods does not reflect it's neighborhood or it's history. It should not try to be a 
"Sharon Woods," but rather an urban park. The "Central Park" of Uptown. 

3590423764 I haven't been there 
It needs to defeat its perception. A large, publicized renovation would be the main 
motivator to changing negative stigmas that surround Burnet Woods. 

3590411952 Walked around, took pictures 
I want to have a bridge across the street from campus! I think the mayor proposed it or 
something? 

3590338338   It has a lot of potential. 
3590335006     
3590334986 Run through it   

3590331249 
Walked around, planted trees, rode 
my bike through there. 

I feel like it could be used more. Not many students know about it, especially first years. 
It would be really cool to see a large scale event held there. For example a concert. 

3590330061 
Ran, community service, walk, did a 
army ROTC challenge 

I think it's a great place with a lot of potential, I try to use it as much as possible but 
there is not a lot offered for me there 

3590323455 Picnics, yoga, grill outs   
3590311069 Attended a cookout/party.   
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3590310570   

I think that it's great that we have a space around campus like Burnet Woods, but 
unfortunately I've only heard negative things about it (concerning safety). I'm glad you 
guys are trying to spruce the place up! Please finish the changes before I graduate! 

3590296913 

My ecology lab has used Burnett 
woods to observe birds and leaf 
decay as they would naturally.   

3590287166 Civil engineering class   
3590281369 Ran through it My main concern with Burnett Woods is the safety aspect. 
3590277360     

3590276486 Simply walked through it 

Safety is the biggest concern.  There are not enough open spaces/spaces that people 
would want to frequent.  I do not frequent Burnet Woods because it does seem so 
unsafe. I would love to utilize it more, It just not seem in my best interest to do so.  
There also isn't much to do there besides just walk through it. Students do plenty of 
walking each day, so this isn't instantly appealing to us. 

3590265885 Running practice, biology lab I often do not feel safe there 
3590250139 Had a picnic.   
3590237619 Walked   
3590125403 N/A N/A 

3589859397 
Walked through, biked through, ran 
through. Used their swingset once. 

I think it has a reputation for not being the nicest park in the world. I've never had a bad 
experience, but I've never been in it after dark. Improving safety in the woods is crucial 
for their use as a student. 

3589736529 
I enjoy running and I sometimes run 
through Burnet Woods.   

3589684333 Never been there I would love to go into burnet woods but I've heard it's very unsafe. 

3589671486 
I have ran throughout and also gone 
on walks. 

Beautiful, why not make more hiking trails and running trails to enjoy it all. & Longer 
trials. 

3589664468 
Just pass through, or sit and enjoy 
the view. 

If Burnet Woods had more advanced safety features, I would spend more time there. 
Safety is the biggest issue. 

3589626969 I have walked around the park I would go there more often if it had any of the things listed above! :) 

3589362552   I've heard that it isn't a very safe place, so I haven't really ever been there. 
3588718532 I have not. No 
3588248320 Never been there. No 
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3587234298 Walk and bird watch There is a huge need for a safe  public dog park near campus. 
3587117395 Drove through   

3587115233 

ROTC has its BBQs there and we 
also have lab there throughout the 
year.m   

3586943348     
3586863654 No, I have not been there.   
3586824890     

3586458864 
Hiked the paths and walked around 
the lake. I love Burnet Woods the trails are wonderful to walk during the spring/summer/fall. 

3586424151 Frisbee golf, walking, relaxing Get the homeless living there out. I don't feel safe going to Burnet Woods presently. 
3586403062 Hiked on the trails and fish   
3586312690 Hiked, site saw   
3586286720     
3586229251 No   
3586205958 Gone running   
3586164880     
3586135535 No   

3586126020 Walked around the pond 

It needs to be Incorporated more in campus/college life. Has always felt separated to 
some degree. I've heard it's unsafe as well so if it were known to be safer it would be 
good for UC related events 

3586104786     
3586084243 Walk   
3586082814     
3586067824 Walk   

3586062553 

I have just walked through it a few 
times. I tried one of the trails once 
but it was somewhat disappointing 
so I haven't returned to the trails, but 
I like the area in general, its nice to 
walk through especially by that pond 
thing. 

Thanks for doing this, I believe that Burnet Woods has the potential to be something 
great! 

3586050619 Wandered around   
3586043121     
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3586031652     
3586020858   There is a stigma about burnet woods. Not very safe at night 
3586019313 Run   
3586018911 Never visited No 
3586007513     

3585922074 

Yes, I used to take my dog there to 
play fetch. Though last time we 
went, he stepped on something 
sharp and ended up needing his toe 
amputated. We haven't been back. 

I currently live very close to burnet woods and while its an awesome space during the 
day, around 6 pm I avoid walking near it. I always make sure to leave before 6 pm 
because that's right around the time families leave and I don't like walking past a drug 
deal on my way home. This year I've seen 2 car windows bashed in and both were right 
next to burnet. 

3585661259 
I played frisbee golf as well as 
construction surveyed for a class. 

It needs to be like a central park of the northern Cincinnati area. The bushes and shrubs 
should be removed from most the park, leave one section "natural" but most the park 
should just be trees with decorative landscape bushes. 

3585574911 I have never been. In my mind Burnet Woods is associated with crime, especially sexual assault. 

3583569194 

I have been to Burnet Woods with 
my Inquiry to Innovation class as we 
scouted out the park in order to 
brainstorm ideas on how to get 
students involved in Burnet Woods   

3583419202 
I went fishing, jogging, and I had a 
picnic with my girlfriend. I wish there were help phones. 

 

 

 

 

 


